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Cory Iverson Line of Duty Death
Name
Institutional Affiliation


Section 1: 
Cory David Iverson worked at San Diego County in Riverside Unit of CAL FIRE. He died in 2017 aged 32 years after serving as a fire apparatus engineer in the same unit. Cory Iverson died while he was battling the Thomas Fire that had consumed property and killed many people in Ventura County. The Thomas fire grew so large that it was difficult for Iverson to escape, which later led to his death. Cory left two girls at a time of his death. Iverson Foundation for Active Awareness (IFAA) has been established in his memory for helping to create a significant impact to the world. It was clear that the death of Iverson is blamed to the lack of operational procedures and advancements in the establishment of secure safeguards to the population. There has been many fires in San Diego California with the one of 2020 being the eighth largest in history. While these wildfires have been consuming many acres of land, few measures have been established to prevent such wildfires leading to the death of many citizens in the country (Sacker & Blane, 2015). 
Section 2:
Cory Iverson began his firefighting service career in 2008 in San Diego County in California. In 2009, Cory had accepted an offer as Firefighter 1 position with the Riverside Unit of CAL FIRE. He died a year after he had met a love of his life, Ashley. They had been married since 2014 hence serving his role as daddy and husband. In 2015, Ashley and Cory became proud parents of their firstborn daughter named Evie Rose. Cory would then accept promotion to become a fire apparatus engineer and spent time in Touloune CAL FIRE unit before he had accepted a permanent FAE position in Monte Vista Unit. In 2017 at a time of his death, his wife had been pregnant with unborn child when he got his first child. Cory was also happy to know that he would also be a proud father to another girl but would not meet the girl since he succumbed to fire before he had met his child (Lliteras, 2012). 
Section 3: 
	The Thomas fire in Ventura country began in December 4th 2017, after being caused by high winds that had been moving parallel to each other against an electrical arc. The Thomas Fire had burned more than 280,000 acres in about 440 square miles in San Francisco. The fire had burned a large area with unrelenting winds that had nearly killed a large population. The fire had burned for a record of 13 days since it had started leading to a continuous red warnings to National Weather Service. The Cal Fire Green was called to provide the stoppage of the large mass of fire that had continuously burned the area. Iverson was among the strike team that was assigned to work at an edge of a containment line on a ridge north of the Fillmore town. He began his assignment at Dec 13th. At around December 14th evening large wind gusts began to pick up cross the frontline. The changing of the winds lead to the intensifying of the fire moving in Santa Paula towards Fillmore. The blaze was moving extremely fast that the firefighters found it impossible to deal with the buildings by building a fire line. As the containment lines were built massive winds began to flow towards Fillmore (Sacker & Blane, 2015). 
	When the dozers had finished established about 9am Iverson and his four member team had been laying hoses to defend a new line. Iverson would advise his crew that the safety zone would be in the black an area that had already been burned. At that point spot fires continued to grow in the unburned vegetation and they began to stop the fire in a new containment line. At that point Iverson began to contain the fire that had erupted to another 20 feet into the green. Two helicopters even attempted to dump water on the flames with an aim of creating an escape route for Iverson again to no effect. More spot fires blew up in front of Iverson as he ran hence forcing him to change course towards the gulch in a deep ravine. The helicopters saw him fall and get back up ending up in a gulch of fire. He died of smoke inhalation and thermal injuries according to the medical report in Ventura County (Sacker & Blane, 2015). 
	There are several changes that have been established in Ventura County to help individual’s wealth to grow. The first change is the fact that the annual budget has increased over time. This has led to more than 395 safety personnel being increased to the fire department. Both organizational and operational procedures were implemented to demonstrate the need for efficiency in the functioning of the organizations. Security initiatives were established to improve how the firefighting department worked to improve security in the area. More special training to advance the performance of the firefighters is one of the approaches that has been implemented to advance the performance of the whole department in regard to firefighting. The department has since then reduced the employment workloads. The adoption of the Fire Hazard Reduction Program has given the firefighters enough defensible space needed to save their homes (Sacker & Blane, 2015). 
	There are several recommendations by NIOSH and NFPA for firefighting. The first information is to work on technical standards and information containing PPE as well as ensuring safety for all deployments and operations. The second recommendation is to ensure a follow up of findings, and enhance overall responsiveness following critical events. The third recommendation is to prevent firefighters from chronic exposures, injuries, illnesses and controlling respiratory illnesses. The fourth recommendation is to ensure that the firefighter has exchanged information on real time. Lastly, ensuring NIOSH regulations and NFPA consensus standards is an effective way of ensuring that the departments share common standards. An increase in operational procedures is the best established measure by the NFPA that would help to secure the security of many individuals within the state. This would help to advance security within the region hence advance measures of security to the population (Lliteras, 2012). 
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